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Time Frame Concurrent Events
1872 Under the terms of the Public School Act, the provincial government 

agrees to pay for the costs of erecting and furnishing schoolhouses in all 
authorized school districts.

1884 School districts are divided into two categories, Rural and City. City 
school districts are subsequently required to assume a portion of capital 
costs for school buildings.

1894 The settlement of Quatsino is established by a group of colonists, most 
of whom are originally from Norway and Sweden.

1898 A one-acre parcel of land is sold by settler Halvor O. Bergh to the 
Quatsino community as the location of a new schoolhouse. $400 is 
allocated for the construction of the school.

The school has a roster of 17 students, two more than the provincial 
requirement for initial enrollment to establish a formal school. Charles 
Thornbur is the school’s first teacher, succeeded part way through the 
year by Claude Butler, originally from England.

The first three school trustees are Ole Skjarberg, John Satre, and August 
Skedin. 

1899 Claude Butler teaches 10 students during the 1899-1900 school year. 
George Nordstrom, 17, studies education at Columbian College in New 
Westminster.

1900 City school boards are now responsible for the entire cost of school 
construction. Rural school districts continue to depend on the 
government to pay the costs of erecting and equipping schoolhouses.

Miss G. Butler, sister of Claude, instructs 11 students in 1900-1901. 
The Quatsino School District is established, encompassing a three mile 
radius around the Quatsino School.

1901 George Nordstrom teaches 11 students during the 1901-1902 school 
year.

1902 Miss A.P. McRee teaches 10 students during the 1902-1903 school 
year. The school closes for three years as the student population 
drops below the 15 student minimum. Quatsino residents petition the 
provincial government to re-open the school.

1906 - 1907 The school re-opens with George Nordstrom teaching 14 and 16 
students in his first and second years respectively.

1908 Miss Bessie Noot teaches 16 students. End of year ceremonies at the 
school are reported in the Alberni Pioneer News.

Historical Chronology1

1 The primary sources for this chronology is The Quatsino Chronicle 1894-2005 by Gwen Hansen and 
Patrick A. Dunae, Ph. D. ed. The Homeroom: British Columbia’s History of Education http://www.viu.ca/homeroom/

Charles Thorbur’s class 1897-99.. 
Quatsino Archives Association.
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Time Frame Concurrent Events
1909 The schoolhouse is used for community and social events, such as 

community dances. It is also used for church services conducted by 
visiting ministers.

The Central Hotel, owned by Ed Frigon, is constructed.
1910 Teacher Mr. Christiansen instructs 20 students.
1911 The Quatsino Social Club building is constructed and the Club 

incorporated under the Benevolent Societies Act. Social Club dances are 
held in the new building.

1912 A new government wharf is built in Bergh Cove. The Quatsino Hotel 
opens.

1913-1915 New Brunswick native Nelson O. Keith is hired to teach Quatsino’s 16 
students. Seventeen students are enrolled the following year.

1915-1917 Fourteen students were taught by Nelson Keith, increasing to 22 in 
1916. By 1917 there were 24 students. 

The Central Hotel shuts down.
1918 The school is closed for six weeks in early 1918 and again later in the 

year due to an outbreak of Spanish influenza.
1919-1921 Twenty students are enrolled in Mr. Keith’s school in 1919; by the end 

of  the 1921 year the student population had grown to 27. Mrs. I. Moore 
takes over as teacher, with a student enrollment of 20.

1922-1924 Miss C. Marshall joins the school as teacher for two years. Student 
enrollment is 20 and 19 in each respective year.

1924-1925 Miss Mary Ildstad is now the teacher at the Quatsino School, later 
becoming a journalist and writer. While the blackboards are new, she 
notes that much of the school’s equipment dates from her early days as 
a student there.

1926 Mary Ildstad resigns and Lenora Currie arrives from Port Alberni to 
teach at Quatsino. The School Board initiates an award for students who 
have missed less that nine classes in a year.

1927-1928 Lenora Currie is teaching 21 students. She is replaced by Edith King for 
two years, with 31 and 28 students respectively. Upper year students by 
necessity travelled to Port Alice to write exams. 

1929 The School Board appoints a committee to raise funds for the 
construction of a new school. The school is to be built on two acres of 
land sold to the Quatsino School Board for $1.00 by the executors of 
the Montgomery estate. The School Board authorizes the borrowing of 
$2,500 for the construction of the school.

By the end of the school year, 39 students are being taught by Edith 
King.

1930 Contractors out of work because of the Depression are eager to 
apply to build the school, which is to be one-and-one-half storeys plus 
basement. David Robertson is hired to construct the new school. The 
cost is approximately $8,000.

Mary Ilstad’s class 1924-26. 
Quatsino Archives Association.
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Time Frame Concurrent Events
1931 The new school is ready for occupancy in January and classes are moved 

there with an enrollment of 35. Two teachers are hired and the students 
split between the two classrooms: 19 in grades one to three taught by 
Kate Ross and 17 in grades four to seven taught by Albert Webb.

1932-1933 Thirty-six students are taught by Albert Webb and Olive Davenport.
1933-1934 Fire breaks out at the Quatsino School destroying the three year old 

building and most of the equipment and supplies. Classes are divided 
between the Social Club building and the original school.

Re-building of the school begins immediately and the building is 
completed in time to re-open for the 1933-1934 school year. Arthur 
Peake teaches 16 and Olive Davenport 25 students in the 1933-34 year. 
Marion Mattix is hired to replace Olive Davenport.

1934 Teachers, students and local residents are involved in developing the 
school’s playing fields, gardens and paths. Local resident Chris Cross 
donates flower bulbs and plants for the grounds.

1935 There are 17 students in Arthur Peake’s class and 18 in Marion Mattix’s.  
Teacher’s salaries are $4.00 per day.

1936 Margaret Thompson arrives to replace Marion Mattix. There is a First 
Nations school on the Quattishe Reserve, with students taught by Ted 
Hill-Tout and Hilda Cuttle.

1937 Quatsino grows as logging and mining resources are developed and the 
area becomes the location of mines, canneries, general stores, rental 
cabins, hotel, saloon, telegraph office and oil fuel station.

There are 32 students enrolled at the elementary school.

The original (1898) school building is sold to the Anglican Church and 
given the name St. Olaf’s in honour of Quatsino’s Scandinavian pioneers. 
A rector from St. Paul’s in Port Alice officiates each Sunday. 

1945 The new Quatsino School District No. 72 is formed and includes 
schools in Quatsino, Port Alice, Jeune Landing, Port Hardy, Holberg, 
Winter Harbour and later Mahatta River.

1949 St. Olaf’s Anglican Church is formally dedicated.
1952 Reverend Charles Lomas takes over the Port Alice parish and serves the 

Quatsino community until his death in 1991. 
1954 A three-bedroom teacherage is constructed near the school to 

eliminate the need for teachers to live in the school or board with local 
families. 

1954 The student population in School District 72 is 141.
1962-1963 Betty Smith teaches 20 students from grades one to 10.
1972-1978 Quatsino School closes due to low student enrollment.
1975 Electrical power arrives in the community and is installed in the church 

and elementary school.

Charles Thorbur’s class 1897-99.. 
Quatsino Archives Association.
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Time Frame Concurrent Events
1985 Local fundraising and restoration work is undertaken to preserve the 

historic quality of the building and grounds, and continues until 1997.
1986 The teacherage, having previously been sold, is replaced by a two-

bedroom trailer relocated from Woss logging camp.
2004 Quatsino School celebrates 100 years of Public Education. Past students 

and their families are invited to the community to share memories and 
catch up with schoolmates.

2008 The Quatsino Elementary School is closed due to its inability to meet 
the minimum provincial enrollment. It is set to re-open once the 
minimum number of students (10) is met.
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St. Olaf ’s Anglican Church
1898-1901
Quatsino BC

Description
The historical St. Olaf’s Anglican Church is located in the centre of the community of 
Quatsino, in Electoral Area C of the Regional District of Mount Waddington. The buildings sits 
on one acre of waterfront property at the eastern entrance to Bergh Cove. 

Originally constructed as the first Quatsino school, the church is a wood-framed, one-
story gable-roofed structure with a gabled front porch. It sits in a clearing on a rise of land 
surrounded by forest.  

The historic place consists of the building and grounds, along with any remaining artifacts 
associated with its current or past use.

Statements of Significance
The statements of significance for St. Olaf’s Anglican Church (originally Quatsino’s first 
school) and for the Quatsino School together illustrate the importance of these institutions 
to the Quatsino community from shortly after its settlement up to the present day. The 
history of these two structures together help document the social, cultural, economic and 
physical changes to Quatsino over time, and the way in which such institutions are connected 
to each other and to the wider community they serve.   

First Quatsino School c. 1900. VPL 71728.

St. Olaf’s Anglican Church.
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St. Olaf’s Parish
Statement of Significance

Values
One of the oldest buildings still in use on northern Vancouver Island, St. Olaf’s Anglican 
Church is valued for its commanding location, its history and building form representing a 
rural educational in BC, for its contribution to the culture and society of Quatsino, and for its 
adaptive re-use as a church. The location of the church and views to Quatsino Sound are key 
to understanding the historical use of the structure, and contribute to the experience of the 
place. 

Constructed between 1898 and 1901 as the first school in the Quatsino community, St. Olaf’s 
Anglican Church is valued for its early and ongoing role in the education of children living in 
and around Quatsino from the turn of the century, when BC was becoming a destination for 
gold-seekers and new immigrants from all over the world. During this time, the one-room 
schoolhouse was an important part of the average growing community, and was a forerunner 
of today’s modern school.

The Quatsino school was built on land sold to the community by original settler Halvor Bergh 
who arrived with others from Victoria aboard the wooden steam schooner Mischief. The 
group consisted primarily of Scandinavian-born residents of North Dakota, some with families, 
on their way to create a new colony in the Quatsino Sound. These settlers formed a colony 
through the Provincial crown grant system established to encourage the creation of new 
settlements in the province. The school was constructed on high ground due to the settlers’ 
fear of flooding, joining other community structures such as a general store, post office and 
government wharf.

From 1881 onwards, most rural schools in BC, including the small, one or two-room schools 
in the remote rural parts of the province, were built according to standard plans supplied by 
the provincial Department of Lands and Works, and constructed locally with materials at hand. 
A typical early rectangular gable-roofed, one-room school structure, the first Quatsino school 
was built by members of the community from hand cut fir boards and cedar shingles for the 
roof. Cedar shingles were added to the upper portion of the exterior of the main building 
section in 1913.  

With an original student enrollment of 17, the Quatsino School qualified as an official School 
District at its inception, with a Board consisting of three trustees, making it an illustration 
of early provincial school policy and legislation in the rural areas of the province. Originally 
the only school in the Quatsino Sound, it attracted pupils from neighbouring communities as 
well as the local cannery, logging and mining camps. Between 1898 and 1930 sixteen teachers 
taught from six to thirty-four students in the one room school, with this fluctuating student 
population a symbol of the boom and bust economy of the province and the community, with 
accompanying school closures and re-openings over the years.

The school building is valued for its early roots as a community facility, used by the community 
as a church, a social hall and meeting place. Sold to the Anglican Church in 1937 and named 
St. Olaf’s in honour of Quatsino’s Scandinavian pioneers, it is valued as a symbol of the 
importance of the church and organized religion in rural communities. Cooperation between 
communities saw a rector from St. Paul’s in Port Alice officiating at the church each Sunday 
and attending to the needs of the Quatsino community until 1952 when Reverend Charles 
Lomas retired to the community and took over as resident clergy. Throughout its history, the 
church has witnessed numerous weddings, baptisms and church services. 

Quatsino’s first school. 
Quatsino Archives Association
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St. Olaf’s Parish
Statement of Significance

St. Olaf’s Church has value for its adaptive re-use as a church, showing the enterprise of 
the church and community in re-purposing a fine building for a new use while retaining the 
original one-room schoolhouse form and character. Over time, the building has adapted to 
accommodate the needs of the Anglican Church, including the addition of a small gable-roofed 
entry porch and the installation of modern fixtures as the building and community have 
evolved, such as electric heating and gas light fixtures. Details such as candles used for lighting 
continue to sustain the historical ambiance of the place.

Important artifacts are associated with the church that both add to its aesthetic importance 
and hold great meaning for the community. These artifacts include a pair of brass candlesticks 
that adorn the altar, the budding cross given to St. Olaf’s in memory of a late community 
member, and the recently restored c.1870 pump organ donated to the church by a family in 
Port Alice.

St. Olaf’s Church continues to have value through is ongoing use by the community, both as 
a church and for a wide variety of community events and functions. The significance of this 
place to the citizens of Quatsino and the surrounding area is seen in the local fundraising 
and restoration work undertaken between 1985 and 1997 to preserve the historic quality of 
the building and grounds. Added to this is its value as a tourism draw in the region due to its 
history and aesthetic appeal. Evidence of this is seen in the church’s guest book established in 
1989 and containing the signatures of those attending church services, community gatherings 
and visitors from around the world.

Character-defining Elements
Site:
• Original location on the summit of a hill
• The view of the Church from Quatsino Sound and the view of the Sound from the 

Church 
• The re-established natural forested state of the grounds
•  The setting of the church building within a small cleared area within the forest

Building:
• One-story, two-part rectangular building form
• Gable roof on the main and secondary structures, and added gable-roofed entry porch
• Three vertical windows on each side of the building and two added smaller windows on 

the front facade
• Exterior materials including shingles and vertical boards 
• Patina acquired through continuous use, repainting and repair
• Ongoing use as an Anglican Church and for community events
• Interior building elements, details and artifacts such as:

• Gas ceiling light fixtures, electric hanging glass globe lights and iron wall mounted 
candle holders that provide lighting for the building  

• Fir flooring and wall panels
• Guest book, candlesticks and organ
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Quatsino Elementary School
1931, rebuilt 1933
Quatsino BC

Description
The historical Quatsino Elementary School is located at the head of Bergh Cover in the 
community of Quatsino in Electoral Area C of the Regional District of Mount Waddington. 
The school is situated on a slight rise of land and is a rectangular wood-framed one-and-one-
half-storey plus basement structure with a gable-on-hip roof and bands of vertical windows on 
four sides. 

The historic place consists of the building, grounds and landscape features, along with any 
landscape features or remaining artifacts associated with its past or current use.

Values
The Quatsino Elementary School is valued for its location at the heart of the Quatsino 
community, its history as an elementary school in a remote area of BC, its typical and site 
specific detailing representing a rural educational building type, and for its contribution to the 
culture and society of Quatsino. 

Originally constructed in 1930 and opened for classes in 1931, the Quatsino Elementary 
School is historically important as a representative of the evolution of the elementary school 
system in the province, and the growing population and development of the community 
of Quatsino. Constructed during the early years of the Depression, the school welcomed 
families arriving in Quatsino to take advantage of local services and the settlement’s sense of 
community. Successive generations of families contributed to the burgeoning Quatsino school 
system.   

Quatsino Elementary in 1958. 
BCAR i-31859.

Reunion at Quatsino Elementary School in 2004. http://www.quatsino.org/schoolclosing/2.html
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With construction fundraising efforts undertaken in 1929, the Quatsino school and its School 
Board is symbolic of the community’s ability to work together to establish this important 
community institution. After a devastating fire in 1933, the community again rallied to 
construct a replacement in just seven months. Since the school’s re-opening, thirty-seven 
teachers have taught from 4 to 41 students each year in either a one or two room setting, 
a fluctuation in student enrollment typical of BC’s boom and bust economy, and sometimes 
resulting in school closure if minimum provincial enrollment requirements were not met.   

The school is valued for its ability to adapt over time to technological changes and the needs 
of an evolving community. Originally heated with coal hauled from the Government Wharf, 
the heating system was upgraded to oil and then to electric power. Indoor washrooms were 
constructed in 1949 when a water storage tank system was installed. An office was utilized 
accommodation for the teacher, superseded when the adjacent teacherage was constructed in 
1954. 

The school’s picturesque setting within a rural and forested landscape reinforces its history as 
a community school in a small settlement. Its architectural design has characteristics typical of 
its 1930s era, a time when the provincial Department of Public Works continued to be closely 
involved with capital projects undertaken for the public school system.  This is illustrated by 
the rectangular massing of the one-and-a-half storey structure, the gable on hip roof, and two 
large classrooms with high ceilings and a full wall of vertical windows on the east and west 
sides.  

The surrounding school grounds are important for their aesthetic and use values. Stone walls 
indicate the grading necessary to building the school on its forested slope.  A community 
endeavor, teachers, students and local residents were involved in developing the school’s 
original gardens and paths, with donated flower bulbs and plants. A grass playing field was 
constructed and maintained to the north of the school, along with a playground to the west, 
surrounded by natural forest with Colony Creek beyond.

The history and activity of the school is evoked through the display of sports trophies, 
academic plaques and the guest book, with a brass hand held bell still used to call children in 
the morning, after recess and after lunch.

To the community, the Quatsino School represents a one-hundred-year-old tradition of 
offering a Canadian education to the children of Quatsino, and the valued presence of families 
in the community, The school’s strong reputation for academics and student enrichment 
programs such as field trips and special studies is important, as are the community gatherings, 
ceremonies and celebrations that have been held there over almost 80 years.

Quatsino Elementary School 
Statement of Significance

View of front facade, no date. 
http://www.quatsino.org/school.html

Early panorama of the Quatsino Elementary School. Quatsino Archives Association.
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Fire lookouts near Woss (Recreation Sites and Trails Branch)

Quatsino Elementary School 
Statement of Significance

Character-defining Elements
Site:
• Location on a rise of land
• Situation in a clearing within a forested setting
• Views from the grounds and upper floor of the school
• Grading of land required to construct the school
• Accessible path from adjacent road access
• Remaining site and landscape elements such as paths, trails, walls, fences
• Vegetation, such as trees, shrubs and bulb planting remaining from the original landscape 

development

Building:
• Rectangular massing typical of a rural school of its time
• Hip roof extension at the rear of the building
• Gable on hip roof
• Division of facade into two parts, delineated by materials: shingle above and horizontal 

wooden board below
• Windows on all four sides of the building, such as tall vertical windows with six panes 

over six, smaller two-paned windows high on the facade, and mult-paned windows at 
basement level

• Building details such as:
• Exterior wooden staircases
• White and brown colour scheme
• Interior central staircase
• Interior division into two classrooms

• Artifacts such as sports trophies, academic plaques, guest book and handbell
• Patina acquired through continuous use, repainting and repair
• Continued use for educational, community and social purposes

Interior of school 1991. Quatsino 
Archives Association.

Sports day 1988. Quatsino Archives 
Association.
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St. Olaf ’s Anglican Church Heritage Register Record

IDENTIFICATION
Unique F/T/P Identifier n/a
Name of Historic Place St. Olaf’s Anglican Church
Other Name(s) Former Quatsino School
Formal Recognition Type BC Register of Historic Places
Formal Recognition Enactment
Formal Recognition Date

LOCATION
Province, Territory British Columbia
Street and Street Number n/a
Other Street and Street Number n/a
Economic Region Vancouver Island / Coast
District Regional District of Mount Waddington
Sub-District Mount Waddington Electoral Area C
Local area n/a
Community Quatsino
Cadastral Reference/Land Unit (PID) n/a
Cartographic Identifier (Lat/Long)

DESCRIPTION
Description of Boundaries
Area (in square metres)
Number and Type of Contributing Resources 1 Building, 1 Associated Landscape
Functional Category (Original) Education
Functional Type (Original) One-Room School
Functional Category (Current) Religion, Ritual & Funeral
Functional Type (Current) Place of Worship
Construction Date Range (from - to) 1898
Source of Construction Date Quatsino Archives Association
Significant Dates (from - to) n/a
Associated Architect/Builder unknown
Theme Category Building Social and Community Life
Theme Type Education and Social Well-Being

Religious Institutions
Ownership Private
Website Link

Location of Supporting Documentation Regional District of Mount Waddington
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Cross-reference to collection

IMAGES
Image(s) Current photograph
Image Description
Misc. Info (Image) n/a
Image Type Exterior photograph

ADMINISTRATION
Name of F/P/T Registrar n/a
Administration - Owner Response n/a



St. Olaf’s Anglican Church and Quatsino Elementary School Statements of Significance 16

Quatsino Elementary School Heritage Register Record

IDENTIFICATION
Unique F/T/P Identifier n/a
Name of Historic Place Quatsino Elementary School
Other Name(s)
Formal Recognition Type BC Register of Historic Places
Formal Recognition Enactment
Formal Recognition Date

LOCATION
Province, Territory British Columbia
Street and Street Number Quatsino Road
Other Street and Street Number n/a
Economic Region Vancouver Island / Coast
District Regional District of Mount Waddington
Sub-District Mount Waddington Electoral Area C
Local area n/a
Community Quatsino
Cadastral Reference/Land Unit (PID) n/a
Cartographic Identifier (Lat/Long)

DESCRIPTION
Description of Boundaries
Area (in square metres)
Number and Type of Contributing Resources 1 Building, 1 Associated Landscape
Functional Category (Original) Education
Functional Type (Original) Elementary School
Functional Category (Current) Education
Functional Type (Current) Elementary School
Construction Date Range (from - to) 1931-1933
Source of Construction Date Quatsino Archives Association
Significant Dates (from - to) n/a
Associated Architect/Builder unknown
Theme Category Building Social and Community Life
Theme Type Education and Social Well-Being
Ownership Public (Provincial)
Website Link

Location of Supporting Documentation Regional District of Mount Waddington
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Cross-reference to collection

IMAGES
Image(s) Current photograph
Image Description
Misc. Info (Image) n/a
Image Type Exterior photograph

ADMINISTRATION
Name of F/P/T Registrar n/a
Administration - Owner Response n/a


